
NEW QUANTITATIVE STANDARDS FOR SYSTEM 
MEMBERSHIP - 2007 to 2015

POPULATION 
SERVED BY 

LIBRARY

MINIMUM LOCAL 
OPERATING 

EXPENDITURES IN 2007, 
2008, 2009

MINIMUM LOCAL 
OPERATING 

EXPENDITURES IN 2010, 
2011, 2012

MINIMUM LOCAL 
OPERATING 

EXPENDITURES IN 2013, 
2014, 2015

MINIMUM 
COLLECTION SIZE

HOURS OPEN TO THE 
PUBLIC

NUMBER OF MLS 
DEGREED LIBRARIANS

500,001 + $13 per capita $13.42   per capita $13.82   per capita
1 item per capita OR 
spend 25% of entire 
budget on materials

64 non overlapping
Minimum 12 plus one per 
each 50,000 pop above 

500,000

200,001 - 500,000 $11. 25   per capita $11. 60   per capita $11. 95   per capita
1 item per capita OR 
spend 25% of entire 
budget on materials

64 non overlapping
Minimum 6 plus one per 
each 50,000 pop above 

200,000

100,001 - 200,000 $ 9.00 per capita $ 9.30 per capita $ 9.60 per capita
1 item per capita OR 
spend 25% of entire 
budget on materials

54 non overlapping
Minimum 4 plus one per 
each 50,000 pop above 

100,000

50,001 - 100,000 $ 7.50 per capita $ 7.75 per capita $8   per capita
1 item per capita OR 
spend 25% of entire 
budget on materials

48 non overlapping Minimum 2 MLS degreed 
librarians

25,001 - 50,000 $ 5 per capita $ 5.15   per capita $ 5.31   per capita
1 item per capita OR 
spend 25% of entire 
budget on materials

40 hours per week Minimum 1 MLS degreed 
librarian

10,001 - 25,000 $ 4 per capita $ 4.12   per capita $ 4.25   per capita
1 item per capita OR 
spend 25% of entire 
budget on materials

30 hours per week No minimum; librarian must 
work 30 hrs per week

5,001 - 10,000 $ 3.75 per capita $ 3.85 per capita $ 3.97 per capita
 MUST Have 7,500 

items OR 1 items per 
capita or spend 25% of 

budget on materials

20 hours per week No minimum; librarian must 
work 20 hrs per week

Under 5,000 $ 3.50 per capita $ 3.60 per capita $ 3.70 per capita
 MUST Have 7,500 

items OR 1 items per 
capita or spend 25% of 

budget on materials

20 hours per week
No minimum; librarian 
must work 20 hrs per 

week

MINIMUM   TOTAL 
EXPENDITURE - Under 
5,000 Population Only

$10,000 $10,300 $10,650
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