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The Texas Library Associationôs Annual Conference in San Antonio was a huge suc-
cess! Dozens of you stopped by the joint Tocker-CTLS booth and said hello. Many 
expressed their thanks to the Tocker Foundation for all the wonderful grants they 
give to small public libraries. The photos below show grateful recipients Tommi 
Myers from Llano (who serves on the Tocker grant committee) and Kathryn St. Clair, 
former Llano County Library director (now a childrenôs librarian in the Metroplex). 
Telishia Long, Library director at La Marque, dropped by to introduce herself to Lau-
rie Mahaffey of CTLS. 
 
Thanks go to CTLS board members Larry Koeninger of Bryan+College Station and 
Kelly Skovbjerg of Boerne, who helped staff the booth, along with the Tocker Foun-
dationôs Karin Gerstenhaber and Darryl Tocker.  The conference will be in Austin 
next April, so make your plans now to attend! 

 

 

Telishia Long, Director of the La Mar-

que Public Library, and our own Laurie 

Mahaffey at the TLA Conference in 

San Antonio.  

Former Llano director Kitty St. 

Clair and current Llano branch 

manager Tommi Myers.  

Tommi Myers of Llano and Martha 

Sanders of Buda at the CTLS/Tocker 

booth at TLA in San Antonio.  

http://www.ctls.net/
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Gretchen Pruett new TLA Treasurer! 
 
We got the news about Susan Mann in time for the previous edition of the newsletter, but did not yet 
know about New Braunfels Public Library director Gretchen Pruett being elected to the position of treas-
urer! With her CPA background, Gretchen will be terrific. Congratulations! 
 

Meanwhile, Back at the Ranch 
 

The CTLS staff has been busy with workshops and summer planning. Kim Lehman is continuing to work 
on Science Rocks with libraries that will have the TAME (Texas Alliance for Minorities in Engineering) 
Trailblazer bus visiting their community this summer. Laurie Mahaffey has been traveling to workshops 
and planning the next two workshops for this fiscal year. We await news of the two grants for which we 
applied this spring to the Texas State Library. A continuing education survey is in the works so that we 
will have your top ideas for the coming fiscal year. The Fall Membership Meeting has been set 
for Friday, September 26 at the Kyle Public Library . Katelyn Patterson is preparing the newsletter and 
updating our website. Samantha Simpson continues to search for deals and discounts for members. 
 
All our libraries completed their annual reports to the Texas State Library on time. Great job! 
 
We hope to hear from many of you about your summer programs. Keep those photos and stories com-
ing! 
 
One of the best validations of the great job our libraries are doing came this week from the Dilley Public 
Library. Director Norma Herrera reported that a patron came in to use a library computer to apply for a 
job, heard back by phone within 15 minutes, and was hired! The patron was going to bring in a friend to 
see if the friend could experience similar results. Way to go, Norma and staff! 

If you haven't taken advantage of your CTLS vendor discounts through the Commercial Partnership Pro-
gram, we invite you to check it out. The vendor discounts are viewable through secure login at http://
www.ctls.net/discounts/.  

We've recently added Bibliolabs, provider of the award winning 
eBook platform subscription service, Biblioboard!  

Each commitment letter has specific purchasing instructions. 
Remember to mention your CTLS membership prior to purchasing or at the time of your quote request. 
Mentioning membership after a formal quote has been received may not qualify for the discount. If you 
have a vendor you would like to see become part of the program, email the contact information to 
Samantha @ ssimpson@ctls.net.  

Shopper's Corner  
 

By Samantha Simpson 

http://www.ctls.net/discounts/
http://www.ctls.net/discounts/
mailto:ssimpson@ctls.net
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Childrenôs Book Grant for Rural Public Libraries 
 

The Libri Foundation is currently accepting applications for its 2014 BOOKS FOR CHILDREN grants. 
Application guidelines and forms may be downloaded from the Foundation's website 
at:  www.librifoundation.org. 

 

Application deadlines for 2014 are: (postmarked by) May 15th and August 15th. Grants are awarded 
May 31st and August 31st. 

 

The Libri Foundation is a nationwide non-profit organization which donates new, quality, hardcover chil-
dren's books to small, rural public libraries throughout the United States.  
 
In order to encourage and reward local support of libraries, The Libri Foundation will match any amount 
of money raised by your local sponsors from $200 to $350 on a 2-to-1 ratio. Thus, a library can receive 
up to $1,050 worth of new children's books.  After a library receives a grant, local sponsors (such as for-
mal or informal Friends groups, civic or social organizations, local businesses, etc.) have four months, or 
longer if necessary, to raise their matching funds. 
 
The librarian of each participating library selects the books her library will receive from a booklist pro-
vided by the Foundation.  
 
Libraries are qualified on an individual basis. In general, county libraries should serve a population under 
16,000 and town libraries should serve a population under 10,000 (usually under 5,000). Libraries 
should be in a rural area, have a limited operating budget, and an active children's department. 
 
Please note:  Rural is usually considered to be at least 30 miles from a city with a population over 
40,000. Town libraries with total operating budgets over $150,000 and county libraries with total operat-
ing budgets over $450,000 are rarely given grants. 
 
A library that received a BOOKS FOR CHILDREN grant in 2011 or earlier is eligible to apply if it fulfilled 
all the grant requirements, including sending in its final report. 
 

CTLS member libraries that have received this grant in the past. 
Blanco County South Library District 
Sterling County Public Library 
Wharton County Library 
Fairfield Library 

 

Summer Library Songs 
"Sing! Bang! Boom! at the Library" 
Written for the 2014 CLP Summer Reading Theme of "Fizz, Bang, Read" by 
David Heitler-Klevans 
Click here to hear the song. 
Click here for more songs from the group Two of a Kind/David/Jenny 
 

"Dig Into Reading" 
This song by Randy Sauer was selected as a 2014 Best Children's Song Nominee for the Indie Music 
Channel Awards! 
Click here to hear the song. 
Click here for more information on Randy's Music Jam 

Youth News 
By Kim Lehman 

http://www.librifoundation.org/
https://soundcloud.com/david-heitler-klevans/sing-bang-boom-at-the-library
https://soundcloud.com/david-heitler-klevans/sing-bang-boom-at-the-library
http://www.indiemusicchannel.com/video/dig-into-reading
http://www.indiemusicchannel.com/profile/RandySauer
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Donõt forget to follow CTLS, Inc.  

on Facebook, Twitter, and Pinterest! 

 
YA Literature Symposium Comes to Austin, Texas 

TheYoung Adult Library Services Association (YALSA) YA Literature Symposium is coming to Texas!  This will 
be the fourth gathering, and is set for November 14-16 in Austin. 
 
The 2014 theme is ñKeeping it Real: Finding the True Teen Experience in YA Literatureò, and will also include 
pre-symposium events and an author luncheon featuring Julie Kagawa, Marissa Meyer, Lauren Oliver and 
Maggie Stiefvater. The symposium is funded in part by the William C. Morris Endowment. 
 
Registration is open now.  You can learn more about the event, view the preliminary program, and register at 
http://yalitsymposium12.ning.com/ 
 

Dream On 
Yoel Perez shared in interested bit of folklore about dreams on the Storytell Listserve.  
ñDr. Tsila Zur, an Israeli folklorist and storyteller who is expert in the oral tradition of Jews from Afghanistan, told 
me about an interesting custom. When her grandmotherôs children dreamt a dream, she used to bake a special 
bread, called "nan", and give it to them. They had to whisper their dream to this bread. Now, if it was a good 
dream, they should eat the bread, but if it was a bad dream they should crumb the bread and give it to the birds.ò 

Holy 75th Anniversary, Batman! 
As the Dark Knight celebrates his 75th anniversary, DC Entertainment is hosting 

two days of Batman celebrations.  
 
Visit your local bookstore or comic shop on Wednesday, July 23. Each partnering 
location will host a Batman 75

th
 anniversary celebration and offer fans a free, spe-

cial edition Batman comic. 
 
Continuing the celebration, DC Entertainment is partnering with Random 
House to bring ñBatman Dayò to over 1,000 libraries across the U.S. on Satur-
day, July 26

th
. The responses for free kits were overwhelming and are no longer offered. You may want 

to join in with your own celebration.  
 
Free Download 
A special edition of DETECTIVE COMICS #27 will also be available for free download on Wednesday, 
July 23

nd
 at www.readdcentertainment.com and all digital platforms (Kindle, iBookstore, Nook,  Google 

Play and comixology.com). 
 
Batman Graphic Novels 
Need to catch up on your Batman reading? Here is a list of the 10 essential Batman graphic novels. Click here. 
 
More Information 
For the latest information and exclusive content celebrating Batmanôs 75

th
 anniversary, please visit 

www.batman75.com 
 
Thank you Lisa Youngblood from the Harker Heights Public Library. 
 

Batman Party Ideas 
 

Batman Cube Craft 
Batman Mask 
Batman and Robin Tube Toy 
Party Snacks and Games 
Bat Stick Puppet 

Comic Book Coasters 
Comic Book Necklace 
Comic Book Necklace 2 
Comic Book Wallets 
Pin the Symbol on Batman Game 

Image from dccomics.com 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Connecting-Texas-Libraries-Statewide-Inc/250782341196
https://twitter.com/ctlsinc
http://www.pinterest.com/ctlsinc/
http://yalitsymposium12.ning.com/
http://www.readdcentertainment.com/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0013c_m51BYduHxDDDklD5CdkmF-lZkO7so3iAZbwiF-wlhJysdZF8HMCQLoGTi4-OZaG-ak0DRUY4LTTCYgyozg9fJPUETn0FVNYdcNtDWf6pGMqxganAUgQAXPUsRIZSvbkEjmkyjk_-MX14as1zn-z8SPwj0FS_B4ogeJbJxbWzWK3Kp68exKSNCj0d91z9uMabWxHdMaMcJeL5p2nLMOswwGJn0c0rbEsgq
http://www.batman75.com/
http://thedascrypt.blogspot.com/2013/04/cubee-craft-inexpensive-way-for-anyone.html
http://www.laurascraftylife.com/2011/10/how-to-batman-mask.html
http://www.allfreekidscrafts.com/Recycled-Kids-Crafts/Batman-and-Robin-Tube-Toys
http://www.laurascraftylife.com/2011/11/lego-batman-party.html
http://bacontimewiththehungryhypo.blogspot.com/2012/05/bat-stache-kids-craft-and-photo-prop.html
http://modpodgerocksblog.com/2011/09/crafts-for-men-comic-book-diy-coasters.html
http://sewwoodsy.com/2011/05/co-ed-craft-lunch-comic-book-keychainnecklace-pendants.html
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/79938962110499782/
http://www.diylife.com/2011/06/17/fathers-day-crafts-countdown-comic-wallet/
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/215117319675734060/


Do Tell! 
 

We love to hear from our members! Please donôt forget to let us know what is going on in your library! 
Brag, share photos, share success stories, and share lessons learned! With your permission, we will 

always pass it along on our website, in the newsletter, or through social media. 
 

Contact any of the staff via email or share with us on Facebook or Twitter! 

 

 

Whatõs Happening Around the State 
 

 
 

¶ The Harker Heights Public Library held a huge Star Wars event at 
the Library on Saturday, May 2. Over 200 people came for Star 
Wars video games, light saber crafts, Jedi Training Academy, 
movies, and more! Check out the related article at http://
kdhnews.com/news/star-wars-fandom-joins-forces-at-heights-
library-celebration/article_7ff51744-d33f-11e3-ab43-
001a4bcf6878.html.  

 

¶ Two new library directors have begun working at member libraries 
recently, Bay City is now headed by Samantha Denbow, and 
Marcia Atilano directs the Dripping Springs Community Library. 
Welcome to you both! 

 

¶ Johnson City Library received a Star Net Robotics grant. Con-
gratulations Maggie Goodman and the Johnson City Library!  

CE Corner 
 

Check out these options for face-to-face and online CE training opportunities. 
 
Texas State Library Online Training: https://onlinetraining.tsl.texas.gov/ 
 
Webjunction: http://www.webjunction.org/partners/texas.html/ 
 
ALA: http://www.classes.ala.org/ 
 
TLA: http://www.txla.org/ce 
 
Amigos: http://www.amigos.org/all-courses 
 
IMLS: http://www.imls.gov/resources/default.aspx 
 
And of course, keep an eye on the CTLS calendar for our upcoming events! www.ctls.net  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Connecting-Texas-Libraries-Statewide-Inc/250782341196
https://twitter.com/ctlsinc
http://kdhnews.com/news/star-wars-fandom-joins-forces-at-heights-library-celebration/article_7ff51744-d33f-11e3-ab43-001a4bcf6878.html
http://kdhnews.com/news/star-wars-fandom-joins-forces-at-heights-library-celebration/article_7ff51744-d33f-11e3-ab43-001a4bcf6878.html
http://kdhnews.com/news/star-wars-fandom-joins-forces-at-heights-library-celebration/article_7ff51744-d33f-11e3-ab43-001a4bcf6878.html
http://kdhnews.com/news/star-wars-fandom-joins-forces-at-heights-library-celebration/article_7ff51744-d33f-11e3-ab43-001a4bcf6878.html
http://www.ctls.net/


CTLS Calendar of EventsCTLS Calendar of EventsCTLS Calendar of Events   

CTLS, Inc.CTLS, Inc.CTLS, Inc.   

Connecting Texas Libraries StatewideConnecting Texas Libraries StatewideConnecting Texas Libraries Statewide   
 
                  , Executive Director    
 
Laurie Mahaffey, Deputy Director   laurie.mahaffey@ctls.net 
 
Kim Lehman, Youth Services Specialist  kim.lehman@ctls.net 
 
Katelyn Patterson, Communications Coordinator katelyn.patterson@ctls.net 
 
Samantha Simpson, Vendor Program Manager ssimpson@ctls.net  

CTLS, Inc 
5555 North Lamar Blvd, 
Suite L-115,  
Austin, TX 78751 
Toll Free   (800) 262 - 4431  
Office   (512) 583 - 0704 
Fax   (512) 583 - 0709 
 

We look forward to hearing from you! 

Register with the above links or go to www.ctls.net 

June 13, 2014  CTLS Board Meeting 
    Schulenburg, TX 
 
July 4, 2014   Fourth of July 
 
July 8-11, 2014  TLA Annual Assembly 
    Hyatt Regency, Austin, TX 
    For more information 
 
July 11, 2014  Texas Library Districtsô Meeting 
    Wells Branch, TX 
 
September 26, 2014 CTLS Membership Meeting 
    Kyle Public Library 
     

http://www.txla.org/annual-assembly

